
 

M worked with ten participants, M’s guinea pigs, on a new collection presentation 
with artworks carefully selected from the M and Cera collection. The entire 
process was built up as a digital experiment, in the form of a game with multiple 
episodes. For each episode, points were earned which the guinea pigs had to use 
to get their favourite works of art into the collection presentation. Each episode 
ended with a voting round where works of art were discarded. 
  

  
The Guinea Pigs 
Every two years, M involves the public in a collection presentation. In 
this way, M wants to give its public the chance to experience for 
themselves what is involved in setting up a collection presentation. 
  
Normally, the group would meet at the museum, but this year, we had to 
do it differently to limit the spread of the coronavirus. The game was 
digitised, in collaboration with Abracademy, using an interactive 
Miroboard, so that the guinea pigs could compete together for the 
works they most wanted to see displayed in the galleries of M. 
  
The group was composed of ten candidates from different generations 
and backgrounds with one thing in common: their enthusiasm for art. 

  
The Selection Process 
The whole process was built up as a large game. The guinea pigs met 
with the employees of M several times digitally and, if possible, in real 
life towards the opening of the exhibition. During those six virtual 
episodes, they got to know thirty works from the collection of M and 
Cera better, each time from a different angle. 
  
Playing a game means earning points. For each episode, a participant 
could earn points that were used to keep their favourite work of art in the 
exhibition. Each episode ended with a voting round and each time, 
artworks were dropped. At the end of the experiment, ten favourite 
works remained. 
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https://www.mleuven.be/en/collection/about-the-collection
http://abracademy.com/
http://miro.com/
http://miro.com/
https://www.mleuven.be/en/collection/about-the-collection
https://www.mleuven.be/en/collection/about-the-collection


 

The common thread running through the project is the experience of art. 
M based this on elements of visual literacy from the cultural theory 
‘Cultuur in de Spiegel’. How do we look at art? How do we analyse 
works of art? Is this the same for everyone? 
  
After the digital track, the guinea pigs are given the opportunity to 
admire their favourite works face-to-face in M’s depot. Their reactions 
will be recorded on video and will be shown in M together with the 
remaining ten works. 
  
This collection presentation has been made possible thanks to the 
contributions of the M-art patrons via M-LIFE and in cooperation 
with Cera. 
 

 

Duration: 28.05.21 - 28.04.24 

 

https://www.mleuven.be/en/support/m-art-patron
https://www.m-life.be/en
https://www.cera.coop/nl/particulieren
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